· Good evening relayers!  it’s a pleasure to be here with you this evening!  as you walk around the track tonight, each lap is a step toward a world with less cancer.

· with the help of dedicated relayers like yourselves, the american cancer society is creating a world where this terrible disease never steals another year from anyone’s life.  Relay participants and their supporters have worked tirelessly to make this vision a reality.  and together, we’ve made amazing progress! 
· the american cancer society helps people take steps to stay well by developing guidelines for recommended cancer screenings and nutrition and physical activity, so people know what tests they need to find cancer early and how to help prevent the disease.

· the american cancer society is here to around the clock to help people through a cancer diagnosis…to help them get well.  Every year, at all hours of the day and night, nearly one million people across the country call 1-800-227-2345 for information and support.  more than 23 million people visit cancer-dot-org, a trusted source of information, news and community resources.
· the american cancer society finds cures by funding research that discovers the causes of and cures for, cancer.  In the past century, the Society had a hand in nearly every major cancer breakthrough, including confirming the link between cigarette smoking and lung cancer, establishing the link between obesity and mulitiple cancers, developing drugs to treat leukemia and advanced breast cancer, and showing mammography is the most effective way to detect breast cancer.

· And the society fights back against cancer with the force of passionate volunteers – like yourselves! – who save lives from cancer, work with lawmakers to create healther communities, and rally people in our neighborhoods and around the globe to join our fight.  

· The American Cancer Society fights for everyone – for every life threatened by cancer in every community.  as part of that fight, The Society has contributed to a 15 percent decrease in the overall cancer death rate between the early 1990s and 2005. 

· by participating in relay for life, you help make the american cancer society services and progress possible.  millions of cancer survivors are alive today as well as countless americans who have avoided cancer, because of the progress we’ve made together.   thank you and happy relaying!
